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IPG - Newsletter 2003/01

Japanese utility models

In newsletter 07/2002 we announced the inclusion of Japanese utility models. They are now
ready for distribution and will be enclosed in week 03/2003.

 
Attention:  The kind code is U2 and not U as previously announced.

According to the old utility model law the term of a utility model was 15 years from the filing
date. In 1993 the Japanese parliament amended the law and, as a consequence, from 1994
onwards the term of Japanese utility models is six years from the filing date of the utility
model application.

Please turn page for examples!
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Example for number formats with Heisei year (until 1999)

Your question
JP19940906U2   6062801
Family members
 CC  PUBDAT  KD   DOC.NO.   
 JP 19940906 U2    6062801
    IPC5:A43B  5/00  A A43B 13/14  B A43B 23/02  B
    ANM     19930218 U  1993       14549
    PRI  JP 19930218 U  1993       14549

 

Example for number formats with Gregorian year (since 2000)
 
Your question
JP20011207U2 2001000042
Family members
 CC  PUBDAT  KD   DOC.NO.   
 JP 20011207 U2 2001000042
    IPC7:G01R 31/316 A
    ANM     20001115 U  2000  2000008146
    PRI  GB 19900417 A  1990     9008544

The latter example looks strange but in fact is correct. The
invention was originally filed as a patent application on 19910412
and was converted into a utility model application on 20001115. This
explains the rather big time span between the priority date and the
filing date of the utility model.

    

 


