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At any time within twelve months after sealing of a patent, any person who did not
oppose the grant of the patent may apply for an order revoking the patent. The grounds
for revocation are: obtaining; prior publication/claiming/use; obviousness; not an
invention; insufficiency; and for convention applications, the application not made in
time. The applicant for revocation must file a statement setting out his interest, full
details of the case on which he relies and the relief sought. The patentee must file a
counterstatement setting out his response. Failure to file a counterstatement leads to
the patentee’s case being treated as undefended. The application is heard before the
comptroller and there is an appeal from any decision to the Patents Appeal Tribunal,
and then to the Court of Appeal. If application for revocation refused, the patent
remains granted.
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