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Under section 27 of the Patents Act 1949 if a patent ceases due to non-payment of a
renewal fee, an application for restoration of the patent may be made to the comptroller
within three years from the date on which the patent ceased. The ground for restoration
is that the comptroller must be satisfied that the failure to renew the patent was
unintentional and a statement setting out fully the circumstances which led to the failure

is required. In the event that the application is refused an appeal lies from the
comptroller's decision to the Patents Appeal Tribunal. If the appeal has not begun
before 1 June 1978 then it will be heard by the Patents Court under Schedule 4 of the
1977 Patents Act. In the event that the appeal is dismissed then an appeal from this
decision may be made to the Court of Appeal.
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