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When a patent has ceased due to non-payment of a renewal fee, an application for
restoration of the patent may be made to the comptroller within one year from the date
on which the patent ceased. The application may be made by the proprietor or any
person who would have had rights under the patent. The comptroller has to be satisfied
that the proprietor took reasonable care to see that any renewal fee was paid and that
the fee was not paid because of circumstances beyond his control. If the comptroller
is not satisfied that a case has been made out the applicant is notified accordingly and
a hearing may be arranged to decide the matter. In the event that the application is
refused there is an appeal to the Patent Court. Should the appeal be successful an
order is made restoring the patent.
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