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Proceedings under Section 48(3)(a) of Patents Act 1977

Section 48 of Patents Act 1977

All entries in the Official Journal (Patents) since number 4116 (01.01.68).
first document affected GB 1532522; first entry in PRS on 24 August 1988

Date of issue of the Official Journal (Patents) in which the notice is published.

At any time after the expiration of three years from the date of the grant of a patent, any
person may apply to the comptroller for 1) a licence under the patent, or 2) an entry in
the register to the effect that licences of right are available under the patent, or 3) where
the applicant is a government department, for the grant of a licence to a specific
person. Under Section 48(3)(a) the grounds are that the patented invention is capable
of being worked in the UK and that either that it is not being worked or that it is not
being worked to its fullest extent that is reasonably practicable. The application is
advertised in the Official Gazette and any person may oppose the application within
three months of the date of publication of Official Gazette. Any opposition is heard by
the comptroller and in the event that the application is refused this is also advertised.
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