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A person may seek from a proprietor of a patent a written acknowledgement of a
claimed declaration that an act or proposed act will not constitute infringement of the
proprietor's patent. Should the proprietor refuse or fail to give such an
acknowledgement then the person may apply to the comptroller for a declaration that
the act would not constitute infringement. With the application the person must file a
statement setting out the facts and the relief sought. The statement is copied to the
proprietor who may file a counterstatement setting out the grounds on which he contest
the application. Evidence may then be filed by both sides. The decision of the
comptroller is advertised in the Official Gazette and it may be that the application is
only granted in part.
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